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the Shang eight families cultivated a farm and paid one-
eighth in taxes. The first is known as 'Tribute*, the latter
as 'Aid', but it is a difference chiefly in name. The pretext
of the Shang revolution under T'ang was that the Hsia
'had no pity on the people*: for the Son of Heaven must
live up to his name, or Heaven abandons him. The History
of the Three Dynasties is in fact a commentary on this text.
It 'sets out to show the principles underlying the greatness
and the decadence of the royal houses. Its task is done
when it has brought to light the glorious virtue of the
royal founders, and the fatal character of the kings of
perdition/1 In a word early Chinese history is didactic,
and almost as theocratic in tendency as that of early Israel,
Authentic history begins with the Chou, and to this—
the classic age of China—close attention must be given. In
the fusion of Shang and Chou Chinese civilization has its
roots. Early Sinism is a blend of Chou theism with
Shang divination and ancestor-worship.
IV
The vigorous and warlike tribes of the north-west who
supported the Duke of Chou are described by Meng-tse
(or Mencius) as barbarians, and the Chou themselves were
a hardy northern people, whom the Chinese regarded as
foreigners. But they had been settled for centuries, and
they soon made themselves at home, and became model
rulers. They called into being the real genius of China;
the era of the Chou (i 150-249 b.c.) 'is the beginning of
the classic period of Chinese civilization, the foundation
of all culture and all beauty, and has been regarded as a
mighty prototype throughout the ages'.2
The first Chou emperors owed their power not only to
the unpopularity of their predecessors: they were leaders
of men, and successfully brought feudal chiefs and bar-
barians alike to heel, and bound them to the throne by
i M. Gianet, When Grvti&ation, E.T., p. 16.
* R. Wilhelm, Tfa Soul of 'China, p. 95.
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